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My parents migrated to Fiji in 1925 to start a new life, having left our FONG village DUNTOE in ZHONG SHAN, Southern China.

Mum and Dad had 9 children (not uncommon in those days) and I am number 8.  Dad worked for a Chinese trading company until 1942 when he saved enough money to start his own business in Nausori, a small town near Suva.  

We went to the local Indian primary school and became “trilingual”, speaking English, Fijian and Hindi, and Cantonese of course.  Later on we went to Suva to complete our primary and secondary education at the Marist Brothers Catholic schools.

Looking back we had a pretty tough life, virtually no free time as we had to help out in our parent’s café, which was open 7 days a week from 8am to 8pm.  Saturday was always the busy market day.  About 8 of us used to work in the café.  For 12 hours work Mum used to pay my younger brother Bob and I five shillings, which we thought was a lot of pocket money (in today’s money we earned 4c an hour).

After completing both Primary and Secondary school in Suva (passed School Cert in 1955 and Senior Cambridge in 1956) I came to New Zealand in 1957 and spent an extra year getting UE at St Peters College in Epsom.

Even in the 3rd form I wanted to be an architect, so in 1958, 60 of us started first year Architecture, but only ten of us graduated after 5 years full time at the Auckland University School of Architecture.

In 1963 I got my first real job with a large commercial practice, Lewis Walker & Co, an old fashioned firm where everyone addressed the boss as Mr Walker.  It was during this time that Arthur Lowe, a Chinese businessman, commissioned me to design and build Logan Park Hotel in Campbell Road, One Tree Hill.  This was a big job – 128 guest rooms and conference, restaurant and bar facilities.

After six years with this firm I decided that I had served my apprenticeship so approached Mr Walker about my future prospects with the firm.  Sadly our meeting lasted two minutes and the answer “NONE”.  Shortly after this I left and joined Mark-Brown & Fairhead, one of the leading architecture practices of that time.  In 1969 the firm of Mark-Brown, Fairhead & Sang was formed.

To ensure the firm would carry on we had a policy of taking in new partners every 5 years.  In 1974 Simon Carnachan joined us and in 1979 Brent Hulena and Graham Upton became partners.  Our practice grew rapidly in the boom of the 1980s, when we had 5 partners and 24 architects/draftsmen, 2 structural engineers, 2 secretaries and a carpenter handyman.

When the share market crashed in 1987 everything slowed down and we had to put off most of our workforce.  Finally in 1993, with the retirement of Allan Fairhead, the firm disbanded – all of us going our own ways.  Today Sang Architects are mainly involved with residential work, specialising in houses and apartments.

Other than architecture my main interests are New Zealand fine arts and crafts and after 35 years of collecting we have established a substantial collection.  We open the house to various interested art groups, interior designers and students.  A nominal charge is collected and the funds go to various charities.  In the past Chinese Lifeline and Friends of the Auckland Art Gallery have benefited.

Five years ago Ron Sang Publications was formed to publish art books.  Our first, Len Castle Potter, was launched by the Prime Minister in 2002 and won the Montana NZ Book award in 2003.  The Prime Minister launched our second book, Michael Smither Painter, in 2004 and yesterday we were told that this book is one of the 3 finalists for the 2005 Montana NZ Book award.

In November 2005 we will be celebrating our 23rd annual pottery exhibition at our office gallery, supporting many New Zealand potters.

The Millennium Tree sculpture project will be completed in the next 3 months in the Auckland Domain.  The Chinese New Zealanders Millennium Trust has been fundraising for this $150,000 project, which when completed will be gifted to Auckland from the Chinese Community as part of the Millennium celebrations.

Today life is busy but very enjoyable and less stressful.  Enough talk and now I will show you some of our recent architecture, our house and part of our art collection. 
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