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In 2008 on the 150th anniversary of British Columbia, the Chinese Canadian Historical Society of BC (CCHS) believed it was timely to initiate a closer look at the shared experiences between Chinese Canadians and First Nations/Aboriginal peoples.
 This would be of importance to all British Columbians, whether First Nations/Aboriginal/Métis, immigrants, Canadian-born, Chinese, and non-Chinese alike; and would provide a more inclusive perspective on these communities, rather than looking at each one in isolation. 
The Chinese, like other settlers, arrived in lands used and occupied by the First Nations of British Columbia for many generations. While most documentaries have focused on the Chinese in gold mining, the building of the railroad, fishing and agricultural industries, and the development of Chinatowns in Victoria and Vancouver, the early Chinese were also in contact with First Nations peoples, sharing experiences of exclusion, racism and perseverance. The groups have continued in social relationships, inter-marriage, and economic interactions throughout the years.
The project is available on a dedicated website and has three components.

http://www.chinese-firstnations-relations.ca/index.html
· a short video, Between Waters (working title), on the historic relationships between Chinese Canadians and First Nations people of BC through inter-marriage 
· a post card publicizing the project.
· an annotated bibliography of three dozen resources both print and visual sources on these     

relationships, and 
As of the summer of 2009, a draft video is available on the website and a final 22 minute version will be completed in fall 2009. The video examines the experiences and identities of four people who are either the children or grandchildren of a Chinese/First Nations relationship. 
This project is attempting to reconnect Chinese and First Nations communities and give people a chance to reunite with a lost part of their own histories. It also introduces people outside of these relationships to a rich history that is an important part of British Columbia’s past. It is important that these stories are not lost or forgotten, but retained for the Chinese and First Nations communities, the future generations and mainstream society.  
The annotated bibliography lists two dozen books, unpublished dissertations and videos 
referencing Chinese Canadians and First Nations/Aboriginal relations. It is hoped that this will increase research attention on these important unacknowledged histories of British Columbians. 
There has been recent focus on Chinese Canadian and First Nations relations as exemplified by Larry Grant, an elder of the Musqueam Nation whose father was Chinese. Elder Grant spoke to the Vancouver Historical Society in the spring 2008, 
 His Chinese name is Hong Lai Hing and his Chinese father, being a non-Aboriginal person, was not allowed to live on the Reserve. Larry’s father was a vegetable farmer who de​livered his produce between Musqueam and Chinatown. For forty years, Larry went by his Chinese name as people thought him as Chinese….Today Larry is an Elder who is an adjunct professor at the UBC Faculty of Arts and an Elder in Resident of the First Nation House of Learning. He is presently assisting in revitalizing the Musqueam language and co-teaching an introductory Musqueam language course.

Vancouver Historical Society Newsletter, February 2008. http://www.vancouver-historical-society.ca/ PDF/February2008.pdf.

Also, Bill Chu, Canadians for Reconciliation, has been spearheading attention on the burial sites of early Chinese pioneers on aboriginal lands along the Fraser Canyon. It is his objective that 

these sites be protected under provincial legislation and that archeological research be carried out to highlight these shared histories and relationships. At a March 2009 BC First Nations leaders meeting, Chu was the only non-Aboriginal asked to speak to the conference.
It’s well known that there were a lot of cross-marriages between Chinese pioneers and the Natives. Phillip (chair of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs) recalled in a friendship meeting between Chinese-Canadian and the Natives that he asked those who carry Chinese genes in their blood to stand up. He said over 100 out of the 600 participants stood up. Phillip thus urged all aboriginal peoples to “stand behind our brothers and sisters” to search for history. 
Georgia Straight, March 4, 2009 http://www.straight.com/article-204147/native-chiefs-support-chinesecanadian-quest-protect-historic-sites-bc). 
Historic Significance and Future Research
It is important that more research and public education be directed on the unacknowledged relationships between Chinese Canadians and First Nations/Aboriginal/Métis. During the project, many personal stories were shared of friendships and inter-marriage between these two groups, reflective of their shared exclusion by Canadian society. Post-secondary instructors should encourage and support more research in this field, in particular by students who are of Chinese and Aboriginal descent. Universities should place increased support on this field of study with research funding and mentorship. In examining this history and interviewing community members, there must be a full appreciation and sensitivity of the personal pain of exclusion, segregation and racism encountered by these two groups, including discrimination from within. Also, under the Indian Act, only “Indians” could live on reservations and “Indian” women who married non-“Indians” lost their status.

The resulting contributions to new knowledge will be of immense value and contribute significantly to a better understanding our past, present and future as British Columbians and Canadians. It will facilitate an improved understanding of First Nations/Aboriginal/Métis peoples in particular from amongst newer immigrants. After 150 years of British Columbia, it is timely that the province’s history be presented in a more inclusive perspective.
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About the Chinese Canadian Historical Society of British Columbia (CCHS)
The Chinese Canadian Historical Society of BC was incorporated in May 2004 as a non-profit society “dedicated to broadening our shared understanding of history of the Chinese in British Columbia through research, documentation, preservation and education.” 
In the last five years CCHS has partnered with the Vancouver Public Library, Vancouver Museum, Vancouver Maritime Museum, Vancouver Archives, Simon Fraser University, University of British Columbia, University of Victoria, City of Vancouver, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Vancouver School Board and numerous community organizations in initiatives and events to highlight the history of the Chinese in British Columbia. 
CCHS has held two family history writing workshops which have resulted in two innovative publications, “Finding Memories, Tracing Roots, Chinese Canadian Family Stories (2006) and Eating Stories, a Chinese Canadian and Aboriginal Potluck (2007). Proceeds from these books are dedicated to the CCHS Edgar Wickberg Prize in Chinese Canadian History for post-secondary students. The award is named after the late Dr. Edgar Wickberg, noted UBC historian and CCHS founding president. 
For more information on CCHS, please visit http://www.cchsbc.ca
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Hayne Wai is a founding member and past president of the Chinese Canadian Historical Society of BC. He is an educator and community advocate who has been involved in diversity, equity and anti-racism for over 30 years, and a sessional instructor in education and social work at the University of British Columbia. Hayne was previously the policy manager for the provincial BC government Ministry of Multiculturalism, working with the private, public and non-profit sectors in promoting culturally responsive services, anti-racism programs and institutional change initiatives. He has researched and published on the history of Vancouver’s Chinatown and Strathcona, and is a contributing author in CCHS’s “Finding Memories, Tracing Roots, Chinese Canadian Family Stories (2006) and Eating Stories, a Chinese Canadian and Aboriginal Potluck (2007).  Hayne has served on a number of national, provincial, municipal, community and university boards on diversity and multiculturalism, and is a recipient of the Government of Canada, Commemorative Medal, 125th Anniversary of Canada. Hayne can be reached at hwai@shaw.ca 

Hayne’s presentation at the Rising Dragon, Soaring Bananas International Conference includes a 3 minute music video, What I Learned of My Chinese Ancestry, produced by one of his education students on his discovery and appreciation of Chinese Canadian history. (This is available at http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-5821237330295091739.) He will also include his Top 10 Things That Canadians Should Remember When Speaking in New Zealand, inspired by David Letterman. 
In Canada, the indigenous peoples include Aboriginals, First Nations, Inuit and Métis. First Nations refers to those who defined under the Indian Act and the Canadian Constitution. Métis include people of mixed heritage and who do not have “Indian” status. 
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