LIBBY WONG’S Speaking Notes
                          Overseas Chinese in a new Global world:                                  

                          The  Janus Geopolitics of it.

Chairman Kai Luey, Professor Suryadinata, Director Singham, Susan Wong, Distinguished audience, Ladies and Gentlemen,

(Greetings in Maori) 

(Greetings in Chinese) 

I am deeply honored and humbled by your invitation to be the keynote speaker at this conference. 

2              A keynote speaker, we all know, is taken from A-cappella singing without accompaniment. The one who sings the first note sets the tone and flags up ideas for subsequent discussions and debates. 
3               I might as well own up front that I am not particularly qualified to stand here except for the fact that I may be older than many of you here.    

4               To quote from Oscar Wilde: never trust a woman who tells you her age- if she does that,  she will tell anything. I think you can trust me. 

5               As an elderly person, I’ve been there. Done it. Today  it is my privilege to share with you the thoughts and ideas influenced by my icons of many years ago. 
( Presentation Slides 2+3)  
6                The title of my talk is : Overseas Chinese in the new global world, the Janus Geopolitics of it.
(Presentation Slide 4)  
7                According to Roman  Mythology,  Janus has  two heads, looking in opposite directions. He represents time traveling from the past, through  the present, into the future. Janus also means  duplicity and ambivalence. Like all things in life, there are always different ways of looking at an issue. 
8               In  preparing for this address, I have not taken my responsibility lightly. I have interviewed a number of overseas Chinese .  I have not only talked to the living but also visited the dead. I prowled around cemeteries , in Sydney for instance.  The silent tombstones tell us a lot about the past. 
(Presentation Slide 5 ) 
9               I have also read many books by eminent writers; many  are here today  and  I would like you to join me in recognizing them by giving them a big  hand. 

(Presentation Slide 6) 
10            The year 2009 is a good year which marks inter-alia the 100th year anniversary of the birth of Charles Robert Darwin who wrote the Origin of Species and opened up new avenues of thoughts. It also marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of the People’s Republic of China and the 30th anniversary of the start of the Chinese market - economic reform. It is also the 40th anniversary of Man’s first Moon walk on 20 July 1969. Earlier this year we  witnessed the inauguration of Barack Obama as  the first African - American  President of the USA, the world’s only superpower. All in all, 2009 is an important year.  

(Presentation Slide 7) 

11            With such an illustrious background to my talk, I hope this address will bring forth the message that we can transcend ethnicity and we need to value individual human life.   That is to say we need to rise above race and see beyond color. I am also conscious of the fact that:  

· at the end of the day,  we shall all turn grey.

· after all said and done, this world is our only one .  

(Presentation Slide 8) 
12           CK Chesterton  reminds us that the disadvantage  of men not knowing the past is that they do not know the present.

13            From my reference readings, there are many harrowing accounts of overseas Chinese being badly treated in the past. Stories of sorrow and suffering , cruelty and hardship;  discrimination and violence.  Reading these gut-wrenching stories is like kneeling on broken glass or walking over hot coals.

14         However,  in recent decades , many of these stories have yielded to images  of  victory and success, acceptance and security.  
15          Memory and migration often go hand in hand. Every story is true, of course, though some might be more accurate than others. Every account is  a tale of change; and  every  major change identifies a new epoch. Tracing them, one gets an overall  picture of the changing status of overseas Chinese.

16           The old name for Overseas Chinese was (華 僑）;   Chinese temporary sojourners  or drifting,  floating People .  This terminology  implies any time, they could  pull up their shallow roots to return to their home-country. Certainly in the olden days,  the need to go ‘back home’  had never been stronger than  for people in the Chinese community overseas. 
17            In recent years, however, Huaquio has been replaced by more specific references to ethnic Chinese identified by their migration status, citizenship and  nationality.  For example, we refer to some as Old Huaquio or New migrant ( sun yee mun) . We also refer to ethnic Chinese by their places of birth:  an American-born Chinese is referred to as an  ABC; or a  BBC- a British-born Chinese ; or an  NZBC and so on.  With a  touch of  humor and  self- mockery perhaps, Overseas Chinese often refer to themselves  as Banana people.   Yellow on the outside and white on the inside.  But I may be the only  mango amongst the bananas here and we are all fruit of one kind or another.   There are still ‘floating people’ about  , of course, but they are now referred to as Astronauts, or Orbit People or people who live between places such as  Auckland, Hong Kong and Air New Zealand. 

18                   These changes  in semantics   denote  the changing perception of  how others see us overseas Chinese and , more importantly,  how we see ourselves.   It heralds a new outlook of a multi-cultural,  multi-ethnic  global shift and  symbolizes the economic interdependency between peoples of the world.

( Presentation Slides  9 +10 )

19                   To study the origin of Overseas Chinese is itself a ‘survival’ study.  Emigration is a concomitant of economic, social and political changes. Although the Chinese people  had  a long history of migrating overseas,  dating back to the Ming Dynasty, it was  not until the 19th Century that this great Chinese Diaspora happened. This migration of the 19th Century   established , to a large extent,  the population base of some estimated 40 million overseas Chinese living in some   30   countries  across the globe today as shown in  this slide.  Many migrated from China’s coastal regions to Southeast Asian regions where they had already established earlier links in years past. Others  migrated to western countries such as  the United States, Canada and Australia where there was discovery of gold.  Men  traveled on slow boats from China as  shipments  of indentured laborers or  coolies. Many other Chinese who moved overseas were free settlers; or on businesses  associated with other Chinese migrants. Nearly all overseas Chinese had a  common link  through kinship back home in China.
20             China being a vast country of different cultural groups,  as varied and protean as the Americans in America, one asks  why  did the Chinese  risk their  life and limb, traveling  long distances  to a strange, and often inhospitable land, with no language and  a dim prospect of finding gold?  

( Presentation Slide 11)
21              A bird’s eye view of the 19th Century events as shown will tell us that it was  no co-incidence that the  massive Chinese exodus happened at the time when there was demand for labor overseas and bad governance at home in China. The British imperialistic expansion coupled with the discovery of gold in the then ‘New World’, meant that there was an acute shortage of labor overseas.   China, on the other hand, was ravaged by bad governance and political unrest, and  plagued by pestilence and  natural calamities and famine that followed. People moved overseas  not so much to pursue a dream as  to stay alive. 
22              Discrimination against the Chinese happened ideologically and legislatively at about the same time. In the USA  a discrimination tax emerged in the form of a  poll tax in  some states in America. A poll tax was a prerequisite to vote.  Not to be allowed to pay poll tax was  not to be allowed to vote.  Blacks  alongside poor whites and Chinese were banned from voting.  And by the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1870’s Chinese were debarred entry into America.  
23                   In Australia,  there was anti-Chinese feeling when the local population felt threatened and by the 1850s, a specific poll tax was introduced.  Later,  by the Immigration Restriction Act, the poll tax was increased from 10 pounds to 100 pounds per head. 
24            
· In Canada, by  the Chinese Immigration Act, a poll tax of $50 per Chinese immigrant was levied and later  increased to $100 in 1900 and a further landing fee of $500 was added to it. By 1923, Chinese were banned from entering Canada altogether .  
25        In New Zealand, under the Chinese Immigration Act   a 10 pound poll tax for every Chinese allowed to enter was levied.  This  was later increased by ten fold for every Chinese allowed to land per 200 tons of cargo. It was on  record, for instance,  that my father-in-law who entered New Zealand  in 1904 had to pay poll tax.   

26            However, whatever the ills of colonialism,  under  Pax Britannica. the English- speaking countries were governed by the laws of the land  which gave peaceful conditions and social order to peoples living within its empire.  Overseas Chinese at the time , however inequitably treated, were self-reliant and peace loving.  They made themselves useful to the community within which they strived and thrived. The Chinese also had a great sense of  ‘filial piety and familial loyalty’. This enabled them to come together as a group. They also   remitted  patriotic donations and other funds mainly to the Chinese National Party at the time ( KMT) and sent their children back home to learn to be Chinese. They also remitted funds to build houses- many of which resembled castles of their dreams , complete with turrets and towers  Western style eg Pao Toi.

Lest  we forget, many Chinese contributed to the countries in which they resided at the time in more ways than one. For instance, as far back as the  First World War, many Chinese workers worked as diggers in the battle fields; they burned the dead, moved ammunitions and were engaged in hazardous jobs in dugouts. All in all, overseas Chinese over the years have done well in most overseas countries, adopting the languages and the customs of the places they claim to be their home, with  some marrying outside their race. 
27               It is  a fact therefore  many  contributed  in more ways than one  to the countries in which they lived.  They paid their taxes. They belonged. They also prospered in all fields of human endeavor,  as we shall hear personal stories from high-flyers at the conference. 

28             Just as the 19th Century witnessed discriminatory treatment of  Chinese across the globe, so the 20th Century has witnessed the removal of discriminatory laws against the Chinese. 
(Presentation Slide 12)
29                  In the USA - the Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed in 1943. The Chinese already residing in the country could become naturalized citizens.  There was also an annual  quota of 105 Chinese immigrants. In Australia, there has been a gradual easing of the Immigration Restriction act. When Britain joined the European common  market in the 1950s, Australia became less Eurocentric and abandoned the White Australia policy altogether in 1973. Canada also abandoned its  Chinese Exclusion Act in 1947.  In 2006, the Prime Minister of Canada  offered an apology to the Chinese  and payment of compensation of $20,000 to surviving spouses of those who paid the Poll Tax ( about 20 in all). In New Zealand, the Poll tax was effectively lifted in the 1930s following the invasion of China by Japan. It was finally repealed in 1944. We shall all remember that on 12th February 2002,   the Prime Minister of New Zealand, offered an apology to the Chinese community for the discriminatory poll tax levied on the Chinese immigrants. 

30                    The victory of any civilization lies  in its ability  not to be  bogged-down in the past.  Whilst we must  learn to forgive and not to be ‘bogged down’ in the past,  to remember the past will go some way to ensure that history does not repeat itself. 
31                      I should add that the  blurring of ethnic origin has come about also at the macro level. Towards the latter part of the 20th Century,   there emerged the Four Asian Tigers ( in Chinese this is  known by the rather modest title of             Four  Little dragons) :namely  Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan and Korea.   Their highly industrialized economies and their  educated and skilled workforce have given them a competitive edge over their neighbors. They have maintained consistently  high growth in their economies between 1960-1990 under the 3- P principles:  population; participation and productivity. 

32                     Attention is also shifted to countries like China and India where burgeoning economies of amazing rapid growth astound the world with their speed of change, their energy and enterprise. Attention is also drawn to countries like Brazil and Russia where  there is huge potential for development.  

33                     Managing change is key to survival. Charles Darwin reminded us that to survive we must adapt. China’s importance in today’s world  is  reflected not only  by the quality of its civilization and the ability of its 1.3 billion people but the changes which have occurred since the introduction of market reforms. But  no matter what the change, there are many challenges that big countries, including China,  must still grapple with today.    

(Presentation slide 13)
34                 Issues like :

·  how best to preserve social cohesion during economic tough times;

·  how best to tackle problems of environmental degradation to overcome the potential  dangers of climate change; 

·  how best to cope with challenges of  an aging population so as to improve the quality of life; and 

· how best to bridge the gap between the rich and the poor; the haves and the have-nots; and since knowledge is power, 
· how best to care for people and share the knowledge between those who know and those who don’t; and 
· how best to be tolerant of differences and respect the human dignity of others and to trust each other. 
35 As experienced in the recent economic downturn, what happens in one part of the world instantly affects other parts of the world This is the new reality. This is the effects of globalization.  Globalization is a term that defines the process by which people connect with each other, transcending borders, culturally, socially, economically and politically. Although globalization started centuries ago, the effects of it are only too keenly felt now because of the advent of new science and technology which has made possible a virtual reality and instant communication.
36                  Not everyone likes globalization which  creates new opportunities but also identifies new problems and vulnerabilities. It takes away jobs from one country to shift them to another part of the world. Markets which crash in one part of the world, crash in many parts of the world.  Many feel threatened by globalization which makes us vulnerable.

There is also the challenge of global warming which we have to face together , which some believe, if not handled properly,  will see the demise of modern civilization as we know it today. 
37                     And what is civilization but a concerted effort in the exchange of ideas, and the sharing of cultures and knowledge through contact and connection of peoples in an ever changing  environment? So, we will  need to find a way to survive together.

(Presentation Slide 14) 
38                   The best way to do is , I think,  is to improve our education; to broaden our minds; to think laterally. To break out of the box.  Education improves understanding. Education will equip us with the knowledge and ability to see new opportunities and  to turn every risk into an opportunity.

The enjoyment of  peace and prosperity by  all peoples of the world  will require that we improve our education so that all peoples of the world  can work together in a strategic partnership of purpose. Through education we can also  improve  the quality of life  as we know it today. 

39                 Dr Sun Yut San reminds us of the need for Universal Love. Two  Chinese characters come immediately to mind which might apply to us. 

(Presentation Slide 15 )   
40                These  two words sound the same but have different meanings.  The first    Huaqiao(1) 華僑 means ‘Chinese floating people’. The second huaqiao(2)華橋 means a ‘ Chinese bridge’.  We were the Huaqiao(1)  of yesterday.  We can be  the Huaqiao(2)  of tomorrow.  With the multicultural understanding,  extensive  experience and expertise,  people around the world,  banana or not , either individually or collectively,  can bring about change to bridge  chasms to work together to resolve global issues so as to achieve the ultimate goal of one world one dream. We all can, in the beauty of mosaic ethnicity,  widen our  culturally- exchangeable dimensions and rise above race and see beyond  color. Just as water has no definitive shape, so the ultimate genius and the Janus  politics of it all is for all peoples to transcend the confines of  their own ethnicity and live in the  world as one.  
41                 But in an imperfect world such as the real world we live in, we  have a long journey ahead of us.
( Presentation Slide 16)

42                 Still, we need to take the first step. The journey of a thousand miles must start with the first step.              Possible?  As a possibility thinker, I think all things are possible. 
43                  But more needs to be done  at a pragmatic and realistic level - pragmatism is defined as : if you can’t live with the one you love, you love the one you live with. More needs to be done.

44                  So it is important for us  to continue to engage in dialogue as provided by conferences like this and as indicated in the quotation below. 

(Presentation slide 17) 
More informed debate and reflection might lead to a fundamental change of perception which is necessary to help everyone move forward to meet the reality of increasing multi-ethnicity. 

                                                          Manying Ip & Nigel Murphy

                 Thank you all for listening ( repeated in Maori) 

                                                     ~
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